Opinions and use of advance directives by physicians at a tertiary care hospital.
The physician-patient relationship is an essential part of end-of-life planning, including discussions of advance directives (AD). Physicians likely to encounter AD issues with their patients were identified and queried as to their knowledge, opinion, and experience with ADs. Though most physicians felt ADs were helpful to both physicians and patients, considerably less were familiar with hospital policies and the different types of ADs. Formal education in the use and function of ADs also appears to be lacking, suggesting a need to improve the way in which ADs are addressed during medical training.